
This recommendation is to approve and execute Amendment No. 1 to Special Use Permit No. L-
77016 incorporating a Forest Services Fire Plan and Forest Services Avoidances and  Minimization 
Measures into the gratis, 19-year Special Use Permit with the United States Department of 
Agriculture, Forest Service.  The Special Use Permit is for a heliport site known as Barley Flats in the 
Angeles National Forest.

SUBJECT

April 30, 2013

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO SPECIAL USE PERMIT NO. L-77016
FOR THE SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

BARLEY FLATS HELIPORT SITE
(FIFTH DISTRICT)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1.  Find that entering into the proposed Amendment No. 1 to the Special Use Permit with the United 
States, Department of Agriculture, Forest Services is exempt from the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Class 1, of the Environmental Document Reporting 
Procedures and Guidelines adopted by the Board on November 17, 1987, and Section 15301 of the 
State CEQA Guidelines (Existing Facilities)

2.  Approve and instruct the Chairman to execute an amendment to the Special Use Permit with the 
United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, incorporating a Forest Services Fire Plan 
and Forest Services Avoidances and Minimization Measures, at the heliport site known as Barley 
Flats located in Angeles National Forest, on a gratis basis.



PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Barley Flats site is located in the Angeles National Forest northeast of the Clear Creek Ranger 
Station.  The site is owned by the Federal Government and under the jurisdiction of the United 
States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service (USDAFS).  The Sheriff’s Department (Sheriff) has 
been utilizing the Barley Flats heliport for emergency search and rescue operations since June 2009. 
The USDAFS has recently requested the County to enter into a formal Amendment No. 1 
incorporating a Forest Service Fire Plan and Forest Services Avoidances and Minimization 
Measures (Forest Service Plan and Measures) into the Special Use Permit No. L-77016 (Permit), 
which allows the Sheriff to install a concrete pad and water storage tank onto the site.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The Countywide Strategic Plan Goal of Operational Effectiveness (Goal 1) directs that we maximize 
the effectiveness of the County’s processes and operations.  The proposed Permit amendment 
supports this Goal by securing rights to install the concrete pad and water tower at this critical site for 
the continued use by the Sheriff’s Aero Bureau. The Permit amendment is in conformance with the 
Asset Management Principles, as outlined in Attachment A.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The proposed Amendment No. 1 to the Permit authorizes the Forest Service Plan and Measures be 
incorporated into the Permit, thus allowing the Sheriff to install a concrete pad and water storage 
tank onto the Barley Flats site. The one-time cost is approximately $18,000, which will be covered 
through the Sheriff’s operating budget. The Permit remains on a gratis basis. The cost will be offset 
by operation cost savings realized by having sufficient water on site for use by personnel rather than 
rental of a water storage tanker truck, as is the current practice. Attachment B is an overview of the 
fiscal impact of the proposed Permit changes.

Sufficient funding is available in the Sheriff’s budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 2012-13 and the 
recommended budget for FY 2013-14 to cover the operating and maintenance costs associated with 
the proposed water storage tank installation.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

In compliance with Federal laws governing federally owned properties, the amendment to the Permit 
contains certain provisions not customarily found in other agreements involving real estate rights.  
These provisions include Forest Service Plan and Measures. The Permit does not explicitly contain a 
provision allowing the County to exclude complying with these new provisions, however, County 
Counsel and the Sheriff had reviewed the documents indicating the execution of the amendment by 
the Board will have no adverse legal impact.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The Chief Executive Office (CEO) has performed an initial study of environmental factors and has 
concluded the Permit is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), pursuant to Class 1, of the Environmental Document Reporting Procedures and Guidelines 
adopted by the Board on November 17, 1987, and Section 15301 of the State CEQA Guidelines 
(Existing Facilities).
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IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The proposed amendment to the Permit allowing the installation of the concrete pad and water 
storage tank will have no impact on current services.  The Sheriff concurs with the Permit 
amendment.

CONCLUSION

It is requested that the Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors, return two adopted, stamped Board 
letters and two certified copies of the Minute Order to the CEO, Real Estate Division, 222 South Hill 
Street, 4th Floor, Los Angeles, California 90012 for further processing.

WILLIAM T FUJIOKA

Chief Executive Officer

Enclosures

c: Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel
Auditor-Controller
Sheriff

Respectfully submitted,

WTF:RLR:CMM
CEM:TS:ls
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Attachment A 

 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
BARLEY FLATS HELIPORT 

 
Asset Management Principles Compliance Form1 

 

1. Occupancy Yes No N/A 

  A Does lease consolidate administrative functions?2   
  X 

 B Does lease co-locate with other functions to better serve clients? 2    X 

 C Does this lease centralize business support functions?2   X 

 D Does this lease meet the guideline of 200 sq.ft of space per person?2     X 

2. Capital 

 A Is it a substantial net County cost (NCC) program?  100% for repairs and 
maintenance costs; rent is gratis. 

X   

 B Is this a long term County program? X   

 C If yes to 2 B or C; is it a capital lease or an operating lease with an option to buy? The 
proposed site is federally owned and is not for sale.  

 X  

 D If no, are there any suitable County-owned facilities available?  X  

 E If yes, why is lease being recommended over occupancy in County-owned space?     X 

 F Is Building Description Report attached as Attachment B?  X  

 G Was build-to-suit or capital project considered?     X 

3. Portfolio Management 

A Did department utilize CEO Space Request Evaluation (SRE)? X   

B Was the space need justified? X   

C If a renewal lease, was co-location with other County departments considered?   X 

D Why was this program not co-located?    

1.        The program clientele requires a “stand alone” parking area.    

2.    X   No suitable County occupied properties in project area.    

3.    X   No County-owned facilities available for the project.    

4.         Could not get City clearance or approval.    

5.        The Program is being co-located.    

E Is lease a full service lease?2  County pays all repairs and maintenance costs 
which are minimal due to the nature of the site (approximately $3,000 annually). 

 X  

F Has growth projection been considered in space request?     X 

G Has the Dept. of Public Works completed seismic review/approval?   X 

  1As approved by the Board of Supervisors 11/17/98    

  2If not, why not?     

 
 
 
 
 



 
Attachment B 

 
 
 

FISCAL IMPACT / FINANCING  
OVERVIEW OF THE PROPOSED PERMIT AMENDMENT 

 
 

Barley Flats Heliport,  
Angeles National Forest 

Amendment No. 1 to Special Use Permit L-77016 

Term (years) Nineteen years 

Annual Rent Gratis 

Utilities, Repair, and Maintenance 

Approximately $18,000, one tine cost for installation 
of concrete pad and water storage tank, current cost is 
$4,500 monthly rental of water storage truck and 
$500 monthly for water 

Option To Extend Permit Term None 

Rental Adjustment N/A 

Forest Service Fire Plan Defines scope and responsibilities 

Forest Services Avoidances 
and Minimization Measures 

Recommendations are made to eliminate or reduce 
potential impacts associated with project 
implementation 

 




























